
MARTIN KERSELS

Born in 1960, Los Angeles (California, United States)
Lives and works in Yale, New Haven (Connecticut, United States)

2022 Enrico Baj / Martin Kersels - Home Sweet Home, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France*
Mood Ring, curator: Sabrina Tarasoff, Traignac Projet, Traignac, France

2019 Cover Story, Mitchell-Innes & Nash Gallery, New York City, United States

2018 Disc-O-Graphs (Disques-O-Graphiques), Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France*

2015 Seen and Heard, Redling Fine Art, Los Angeles, United States

2014 Olympus, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France

2013 XXXXXXXXO, MOCAtv, MOCA, Los Angeles, United States

2012 Charms and Devotionals, Elizabeth Leach Gallery, Portland, United States
Charms (Black Cloud/Green Dog/Little, Little Boy/White House/Silver Clouds), Santa Barbara
Museum of Art, Santa Barbara, United States

2011 Passionista, ACME., Los Angeles, United States
Charms, Stacks & Flotsam, Mitchell-Innes & Nash Gallery, New York, United States
X (collaborative project with choreographer Melinda Ring), St. Markʼs Church, New York, United States

2010 Five Songs, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France
Tumble Room, Tinguely Museum, Basel, Switzerland

2009 Fat Iggy: Discography (Project Room), Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France
Fat Iggy, Guido Costa Projects, Torino, Italy
Jason Martin wants to be a punk rocker (in collaboration with Jason Kraus), Renwick Gallery,
New York, United States

2008 Martin Kersels: Heavyweight Champion, Santa Monica Museum of Art, Los Angeles, United States*
Headache and Other New Works, ACME Gallery, Los Angeles, United States

2007 Martin Kersels: Heavyweight Champion, The Frances Young Tang Teaching Museum,
Saratoga Springs, United States*

2006 Tumble Room, Deitch Projects, Art Unlimited, Art 37 Basel, Basel, Switzerland*
Charms in a Throne Room, ACME. Gallery, Los Angeles, United States

2005 Orchestra for Idiots, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France

SOLO EXHIBITIONS



2004 Illuminous, Guido Costa Project, Torino, Italy

2003 Wishing Well, ACME. Gallery, Los Angeles, United States

2002 Fat Man, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France
Bracelet, Peggy Phelps Gallery, Claremont Graduate University, United States
Showette, ACME. Gallery, Los Angeles, United States

2001 Tumble Room, Deitch Projects, New York, United States
Taste Gallery, Geneva, Switzerland
Modern Art, London, Great Britain
A Girlʼs Room, Galerie Edward Mitterrand, Geneva, Switzerland
ACME. Gallery, Los Angeles, United States

2000 Martin Kersels, Kunsthalle, Bern, Switzerland

1999 Spinning, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France
Brake Squeal, Bird Flap, Boing Box, Whirling Photos and other new works, Dan Bernier Gallery,
Los Angeles, United States

1998 Loud House, Dan Bernier Gallery, Santa Monica, United States
Theoretical Events (Th.e), Naples, Italy
Commotion: Martin Kersels, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, San Francisco; Contemporary Arts
Forum, Santa Barbara, United States*

1997 Commotion: Martin Kersels, Madison Art Center, Madison, United States*

1996 Jay Gorney Modern Art, New York, United States

1995 Objects of the Dealer (with Soundtracks), Dan Bernier Gallery, Santa Monica, United States

1993 A/B Gallery, Los Angeles, United States

1992 Weight, Los Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions, Los Angeles, United States (performance)

1989 Measured Table, Los Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions, Los Angeles, United States (performance)
Kay Sir Ra Sir Ra, Kid Aileck Gallery, Tokyo, Japan (performance)

1987 Shape of Pools Today, Wallenboyd Theater, Los Angeles, United States (performance)

1985 Sweaters, Blacklot Theater, Los Angeles, United States (performance)



SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2026 Tender Debris, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France

2025 Musicology, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France

2024 Drapé, Ketabi Bourdet, Paris, France

2023 Always the Sun, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France

2021 Thatʼs All Folks ! (for 2021), Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France

2020 Back to the future, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France

2018 Kanal Brut - Centre Pompidou, Brussels, Belgium

2016 Energy Flash, MUHKA (Museum of Contemporary Art), Antwerp, Belgium*
Heroes, curators: Barbara Soyer & Sophie Toulouse, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France*

2014 Sound or Art, Fondazione Prada, Milan, Italy

2013 La distance juste, curator: Albertine de Galbert (part of the « Nouvelles Vagues » programme),
Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France*
Tell me whom you haunt : Marcel Duchamp and the contemporary readymade, Blain Southern Gallery,
London, Great Britain

2012 Bruce Conner and the Primal Scene of Punk Rock, Museum of Contemporary Art, Denver, United States
Tag, Youʼre it ! Royal/T, Los Angeles, United States

2011 Incongru, Musée Cantonal des Beaux-Arts, Lausanne, Switzerland
Under Destruction I-III, curator: Gianni Jetzer and Chris Sharp, Swiss Institute Contemporary Art,
New York, United States*
Works of Paper, ACME. Gallery, Los Angeles, United States
X (collaborative project with choreographer Melinda Ring), St. Markʼs Church,
New York, United States

2010 The Whitney Biennale, The Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, United States*
Une forme pour toute action - Printemps de septembre, curator: Eric Mangion, Les Abattoirs,
Toulouse, France*
15 Minutes of Fame: Portraits from Ansel Adams to Andy Warhol, Orange County Museum of Art,
Newport Beach, United States
Under Destruction, Tinguely Museum, Basel, Switzerland
Bas Jan Ader: Suspended Between Laughter and Tears, curator: Pilar Tompkins Rivas, Pitzer Art Galleries,
Pitzer College, Claremont, United States

2009 Feldstarke International, Cent Quatre, Paris, France; Essen, Germany; CalArts, Los Angeles, United States
Seconde Nature: The Valentine Collection at the Hammer, UCLA Hammer, Museum, Los Angeles,
United States
Seriously Funny, Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art, Scottsdale, United States

2008 Ne pas jouer avec des choses mortes, curator: Eric Mangion, Villa Arson, Nice, France*
Disorderly Conduct: Recent Art in Tumultuous Times, curator: Karen Moss, Orange County Museum of Art,
Newport Beach, United States
California Video, curator: Glenn Phillips, The Getty Center, Los Angeles, United States



2008 Comfort Zones, Bury St. Edmunds Art Gallery, Bury St.Edmunds, Great Britain;
Tullie House Museum and Art Gallery, Carlisle, Great Britain
Index: Conceptualism in California from the Permanent Collection, Museum of Contemporary Art,
Los Angeles, United States
Undone, Renwick Gallery, New York, United States

2007 Oeuvres Encombrantes, curator: Jean-Max Colard, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France
Sculptorsʼ Drawings: Ideas, Studies, Sketches, Proposals, and More, Angles Gallery,
Santa Monica, United States
Comfort Zones, Oriel Davies Gallery, Newtown, Powys, Wales and University for the Creative Arts,
Farnham, Great Britain
Situation Comedy: Humor in Recent Art, curator: Dominic Molon and Michael Rooks,
Salina Art Center, Salina, United States
Kraus-Kopp-Kersels, Erica Redling Fine Art, Los Angeles, United States

2006 Accidents, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France
Situation Comedy: Humour in Recent Art, curator: Dominic Molon and Michael Rooks,
Chicago Cultural Center, Chicago, USA; Winnipeg Art Gallery, Canada; Museum of Art,
Fort Lauderdale, United States*

2005 My Own Cinema, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France
Situation Comedy: Humour in Recent Art, curator: Dominic Molon and Michael Rooks,
The Contemporary Museum, Honolulu, United States*
Dionysiac, curator: Christine Macel, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris, France*
Pratique de la catastrophe: Burlesques contemporains, curator: Christophe Kihm, Jeu de Paume,
Paris, France*
L'Idiotie, Experience Pommery #2, curator: Jean-Yves Jouannais, Domaine de Pommery, Reims, France*
Attention à la marche (histoires de gestes), curator: Julie Pellegrin, La Galerie, Noisy-Le-Sec, France*
100 Artists See God, curators: John Baldessari & Meg Cranston, ICA, London, Great Britain*
Californian artists in Greek Collections, curator: Max Henry, Art Athina 2005, Athens, Greece
The Blake Byrne Collection, Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, United States

2004 Y a-t-il un commissaire pour sauver lʼexposition ?, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France
Suburban House Kit, Deitch Projects, New York, United States
100 Artists See God, Independant Curators International, New York, United States; venues include:
The Contemporary Jewish Museum, San Francisco; Laguna Art Museum, Laguna Beach;
Contemporary Art Center of Virginia, Virginia Beach, United States; Institute of Contemporary Art,
London, Great Britain; Albright College, Freedman Gallery, Reading; Cheekwood Museum of Art,
Nashville, United States
Septembre en Octobre, Astérides, Marseilles, France
Walk ways, curator: Stuart Horodner for Independant Curators International, venues include:
Albright College Center for the Arts, Reading, United States and The Surrey Art Gallery, Surrey,
British Columbia, Canada
Suburban House Kit, Deitch Projects, New York, United States



2003 Home, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France
Mouvement de fond, Contemporary Art Museum (M.A.C), Marseilles, France
NEURO, An Art & Science collaboration, The California Institute of Technology & Art Center College
of Design, Pasadena, United States
Stat.ic (International Film Festival Rotterdam 2003), Tent, Rotterdam, The Netherlands
Yankee Remix: Artists Take on New England, curator: Laura Heon, MASS MoCA,
North Adams, United States
ACME Gallery @ Inman, Inman Gallery, Houston, United States
Walk Ways, curator: Stuart Horodner for Independant Curators International, venues include
Western Washington University, Bellingham, United States; Dalhousie University Art Gallery, Halifax,
Canada; Oakville Galleries in Gairloch Gardens, Oakville, Canada; Arthouse at the Jones Center,
Austin; University of South Florida, Tampa, United States

2002 French Collection, 49 artistes dʼaujourdʼhui, un choix dʼacquisitions du Fonds National dʼart
contemporain (Paris), MAMCO, Geneva, Switzerland *
Sudden Glory, California College of Arts and Crafts Gallery, San Francisco, United States;
Logan Galleries, California College of Arts and Crafts, San Francisco, United States
L.A. Post Cool, curator: Michael Duncan, The San Jose Museum of Art, San Jose, United States
Walk Ways, curator: Stuart Horodner for Independent Curators International, venues include Portland
Institute of Contemporary Art, Pasadena, United States
Majestic Sprawl: Some Los Angeles Photography, Pasadena Museum of California Art,
Pasadena, United States
Strolling Through an Ancient Shrine and Garden, curators: Chip Tom and ACME Gallery, ACME
Gallery, Los Angeles, United States
Ideal Avalanche, The Pond, Chicago, United States

2001 Soleil dʼhiver / Sur un cheval / Une silhouette gelée, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France
Record all-over, 9th Biennial of the Moving Image, MAMCO, Geneva, Switzerland
Martin Kersels / Laura Owens, ACME. Gallery, Los Angeles, United States
The Americans: New Art, curator: Mark Sladen, Barbican Art Gallery, London, Great Britain*
Ever Since Icarius, Lord Mori Gallery, Los Angeles, United States
The Sensational Line, Museum of Contemporary Art, Denver, United States
Portraits, Galerie Edward Mitterrand, Geneva, Switzerland

2000 Comment tuer le temps, Ecole des Beaux Arts de Quimper, Quimper, France
Departures, 11 artists at the Getty, curator: Lisa Lyons, The J. Paul Getty Museum,
Los Angeles, United States*
Made in California and Made in California – NOW, Los Angeles County Museum of Art,
Los Angeles, United States*
SOS: Scenes of Sounds, curator: Charles Stainback, The Tang Teaching Museum and Art Gallery,
Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, New York, United States
An Active Life, curator: Sue Spaid, The Contemporary Art Center, Cincinnati, United States
Inventional, curator: Nowell J. Carten, Angles Gallery, Santa Monica, United States
Haulinʼ Ass, Pierogi in L.A. POST, Los Angeles, United States
Museum and Art Gallery, Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, New York, United States



1999 EXTRAetORDINAIRE, curator: Christine Macel, Printemps de Cahors, Cahors, France*
Signs of life, Melbourne Biennial, Melbourne, Australia*
Group Show, Brett-Mitchell Inc., Cleveland, United States

1998 Young American 2, Saatchi Gallery, London, Great Britain*
Band Wi(d)th, Knitting Factory, New York, United States
Group Show, W-139, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

1997 Need for Speed CA 9001, Grazer Kunstverein, Graz, Autriche*
Need for Speed W-139, Amsterdam, Pays-Bas
Cruising L.A.: Paul McCarthy, Martin Kersels, Catherine Opie, Lari Pittman, Jason Rhoades,
curator: Alvaro Perdices, Galeria Soledad Lorenzo, Madrid, Spain
Vanessa Beecroft, Jennifer Bornstein, Martin Kersels, Gillian Wearing, S.L. Simpson Gallery,
Toronto, Canada
Frankensteinian, curator: Stuart Horodner, Caren Golden Gallery, New York, United States
Celluloid Cave, curator: Dara Friedman, Thread Waxing Space, New York, United States
COLA: 1996-1997 Individual Artists Grants, The Municipal Art Gallery, Barnsdall Park,
Los Angeles, United States
Group Show, New Langton Arts, San Francisco, United States
1997 Whitney Bienniale, curators: Lisa Phillips and Louise Neri, The Whitney Museum of American Art,
New York, United States*
Ten Los Angeles Artists, Stephen Wirtz Gallery, San Francisco, United States

1996 Romper Room, curator: Danielle Chang, Thread Waxing Space, New York, United States
Power of Suggestion: Narrative and Notation in Contemporary Drawing, curator: Connie Butler,
Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, United States
Hero, Common Wealth Gallery, Madison, United States
Defining the Nineties: Consensus - Making in New York, Miami, and Los Angeles,
curator: Bonnie Clearwater, Museum of Contemporary Art, Miami, United States
Left of Center, Ten in One Gallery, Chicago, United States

1995 L.A. Video Sampler II, curator: Diana Thater, David Zwirner Gallery, New York, United States
La Belle et la Bête : Un Choix de jeunes Artistes Américains, curator: Lynn Gumpert, Musée dʼArt
Moderne de la Ville de Paris, Paris, France
Post Marked L.A, P.P.O.W. Gallery, New York, United States

1994 L.A.X. - The L.A. Biennial, curator: Ann Ayres, Otis Parsons Gallery, Los Angeles, United States
Hooked on a Feeling, Kohn - Turner Gallery, Los Angeles, United States

* catalogue



SOLO PERFORMANCES

2014 In Vivo, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris France

2010 Five Songs, Galerie GP & N Vallois, Paris, France

1992 Weight, Los Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions, Los Angeles, United States

1990 Measured Table, Los Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions, Los Angeles, United States

1989 Kay Sir Ra Sir Ra, Kid Aileck Gallery, Tokyo, Japan
Breath, Odyssey Theater & Powerhouse Theatre, Los Angeles, United States
Pools, Kid Aileck Gallery, Tokyo, Japan

1987 The Shape of Pools Today, Wallenboyd Theatre, Los Angeles, United States
Sweaters (part B), Backlot Theatre, Hollywood, United States

1984 Sweaters, UCLA Fine Arts Productions, Los Angeles, United States

COLLABORATIVE PERFORMANCES

2010 Jason Martin Wants to be a DJ (collaboration with Jason Kraus), Whitney Museum of American Art,
New York, United States

2009 Jason Martin Wants to be a DJ (collaboration with Jason Kraus), Renwick Gallery,
New York, United States

1983-1995 and 2005

Member of SHRIMPS, performance collaborative. Produced works for various venues in: Los
Angeles: Los Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions, Highways, Music Center, UCLA, Claremont
Graduate University, Mayan Theatre, Santa Monica Arts Comission; New York: The Kitchen and
Serious Fun at Alice Tully Hall; San Francisco: New Langton Arts, Yerba Buena center for the Arts,
and Footworks; Chicago: Randolph Street Projects; Minneapolis: Intersection for the Arts; san Diego:
Sushi; and Baltimore: Towson State University, United States



PUBLIC COLLECTIONS

Museum of Modern Art, MoMA, New York, United States
Santa Monica Museum of Art, Santa Monica, United States
Orange County Museum of Art, Newport Beach, United States
UCLA Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, United States
The Francis Tang Teaching Museum, Saratoga Springs, United States
Schwartz Art Collection, Harvard Business School, Cambridge, United States
Museum of Contemporary Arts, San Diego, United States
MoCA, Los Angeles, United States
Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles, United States
Museum of Contemporary Art, Miami, United States
Madison Museum of Contemporary Art, Madison, United States
Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris, France
FNAC, Paris, France
CNAP, Paris, France
MACBA, Barcelona, Spain

GRANTS AND AWARDS

2010 Deanʼs Interdisciplinary Grant, California Institute of the Arts

2008 The John Solomon Guggenheim Fellowship
The Fellows of Contemporary Art Artistʼs Fellowship

1999 Foundation for Contemporary Performance Arts Fellowship

1996 City of Los Angeles Cultural Affairs Department Individual Artists Grant
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